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For more advice see Letters from earlier issues at www.hi-fiworld.co.uk/letiers

RECORDING VINYL
fe was with great interest thot | read

| patir grticle in the Febrnory 2010 3 issue
ohawd recording winyl 1o diphtol formats,
Hawing recently entharked on the task
of trensferring o coufle of thousond
12" singles and olbums fo Lossless files,
[ investigared o few different software
opitiens and hardware setups, | think |
may hove o saftware tp for pou ond
waur readers, and n'ra:pbe :mr.l'Ju' Frave
same herchwore suggestions for me..

This recarding peocess & a labour
of bove But a very enjoyabde way of
rediscovering forgotten fmvourites ond
binging back memaornies. | aawally
digitised abowt 200 af my favourite
eracks about |0 yeors ogo, but bock
then disk spoce wars at premium
{my fopieop enly offered o tight 40G2
i eotal) armd | didn’t understand much
mhout the imicdions of compressed
audkie, | wos a digital siner; most of
these recordings were AAL fles made
ot J§2kbbs waing Fogue Amoska's
excelbant Aucko Hijack Fro. le's o very
easy fo wse oppication for recording (or
“ijwcking”l oy audio flowing though
your Mae, I includes many sudio plug-
i for processing incoming oudio mnd
offers mary file format ehtions, which i
records Aatieely

Herever, | needed 1o moe on
fram Audic Hijack Fro becouse (opart
fram AIFF files} & only records in | &hit
up to 48 kHz, and my plan was o
record b0 Apple Lossless files at 24198,
Also, as Awdia Hijock Pro focusses on
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VinylStudio from AlpineSoft fwww.alpinesoft.co.uk) costs just
E24 and is the best software for digitally recording winyl and

tape, says Noel Cottle.

rocording, you need a separate A to
et — such o Rogue Amoeba's very fine
Fission, which fhas o very similar feel 1o
the Audacity App you reviewed.

in search of the (my) perfect
sefution, | trialed o number af free,
sharewans and pro paid-for options.
GarageBand, Lagic, Peak, Sound Forge,
Finai Vinyl, Audacity and move, They
are ol fantastic pisces of saftwdre bt
novie are particulary tailored to e

vinpl digitiser's needs. Many are fil-an
miftichamnel owdio workstations, which
i o bit of an everkill for dubbing o
Loyd Cale {2, Others are sodly too
simple and don't stretch for emough in
terms of audi qualty.

Finaily | smbled wpon Ving! Snadio
freem Adpine Sodt This ticks ofl the hawes.
Recording to afl the major formats
fincluckeg WK fikes up te 2207 93) is
chane ratively, avaiding guality Bswes




with transcoding after recording. Files
can be easily spiit into tracks. All the
regular useful features are included
too: you can odjwst fevel and EQ} after
recording, remaove hiss and rumbie, even
correct pops and clicks owtematically
— or manually by “re-drawing” the
sound wove. But what really pushes
Yimyl Studio beyand the competition

i its integration with the Discogs.com
database. You con search by artist,
soueg title o — a3 | prefer — catalogue
number, ond your recording will
populate with alf the correct metadata
for a¥l on album's trocks, incleding
artwork, In terms of workflow, mot
hoving to manually type in the details
far every trock soves me hours.

Sodly, nething & perfect and | need
to throw out o few coveots. Vingl Studie
wart't win any design awards. The GLY
is not pretty ond it hos o tendency 1o
chucking everything at you, rather than
guiding you through the steps, and too
many windows pop Up unnecessariy.

Gettiag to grips with its workfTow
is guite counter-intuitive. For example,
mast of the software Fsted above let’s
you record awdio first, then nome and
seve it Vinyl Studio sort of does this
bockwards: you must creote g record
‘Collection’ first and then title-up the file
vour are obout to record,

Many things could be streomiined,
but you seon fimd your way and the
time saved thanks to the Discogs
integration makes the process quite
poinless, And by avoiding typing out
song names, | can focus an the music
dnd those rediscovered memories.

On the hardware side, [0 years
ago | wos using o Technics L1210
turmtable plugged into my Mocs
Line In jock, via o Pioneer D mixer.
Sounded awful. Flot and muffled. My
systerm now is certainly not high end
but hopefully o happy mid-rarge affair:
Diynavector [0X5 cartridpe on o Rego
RP3 turntable with seporate P50 This
is hooked up to a Naim Stageline
(M wersion) powered by o ‘bormowed”
Supercap, | am o fittle concerned
by the law goin that the Dynovector
difews thiough the Naim phono
stage, but having cuditioned it apainst
Dynavectar's own P-75, [ preferred the
Maim’s warmer tone despite the lower
volume and shightly reduced level of
detell. Sometimes [ think | made the
wrang choice of stoge, but the rest
of my system s MNaim sa it may be a
better match.

Finding an affordable Analogue-
to-Digital Convertor (ADC) was more
difficult. The Benchmark ADC| would
be great for mixing down o mutitrack

The Furutech Esprit preamplifier turns analogue to digital

through a 24/86 convertor, then delivers it to USE for recording
to a computer. At present there are few stand-alone hi-fi prod-
ucts able to do this.

masterpiece from Logic, but my
requirements are simpler and budget
smoller. Options are guite limited here.
I wanted @ hi-i product rather than

o ‘pro-sumer’ one (e.g bronds like M
Azdio).

| was quite impressed with Profect’s
Phonobox USE Y o5 o budget combo
solution, but its quite a nolsy litte
bex and enly offers [ébit at 44.1kHz
samipie rate vio LIS, fust as [ was
ghving up the search, | reod i your
magazine that HRT were launching the
Linestrearmer + ADC, This osynchronous
bus-powered little bax delivers music at
up to 24/%% and nothing efse but the
musics it i very fow nofse and newtral
in character. At the time (2012) |
think if wos the unl'y' hl—ﬁ ADC _DI"OCI'HC!
on the market in this price range
(E300). | ook the plunge without even
ouditioming it and couldn't be more
pleased. Its perfect far the task,

That task of wraing LP to digital
is toking o long time. An howr snatched
here and there after 4 months I've
done less than 0% like | said, o lobour
of love,

If you find any of the above worth
sharing with your readers, Id be very
honaurad and won't mind ore bit i
you hack away ot this email to make it
relevant | interesting | much shorter!
Many thonks ond keep up the good
wark!

MNoél Cottle

Hi Meél, That's all very interesting
and I'm sure it will interest a lot of
readers — it cercainly incerests me!
Turning LP to digital isn't a straight-
forward business and you have
identified and found a solution to
many of the problems it appears.
The only ADC | have found o
date | feft up to the task — of hi-fi
quality rather than “scudio” qualicy

— is the Furutech Espric preamyp, with
ics 24796 ADC that offers true high
qualicy digital, withour the noise and
quantisation products of cheaper!
alder ADCs. Ortefon MC cartridges
offer higher output than meost and

| would suggest you consider one

of the Cadenzas, perhaps the Blue. |
hope that helps. NK

wangy, hi-fiwrorid.couk

ECORDING VINYL 2
Thank vou for the article by Martin
Fipe i February, 2013 Hi-fi Worid
describing how to make use of the free
Audacity software to convert old audip
sources o digital, This article was very
informative ond explict, and doubtless
will be of immense interest ta your
readers, poarticulanly those ke myself
wha have sizeable collections of music
art vinyl and tape cossette,

Although | have been aware of
Audacity, | have never used it | did try
Mero some years ogo, but gove it up
it fovour of Magix Audio Cleaning Lab,
which to my mind is a superb product
for anyone who wishes to archive old
analogie recardings, Not only does it
imcorporate the usual ramge of features
which ane would expect to find in
saftware of this type, but it hos one
function which in my experience sets it
apart from the oppesition, ramely that
it permits track numbers to be ploced
autematically and numbersd dusing
the tramsfer process from the anolopue
input As [ understand it, with Audocity
arnd Nere, trock numbers hove o be
added after the digital conversion has
terken ploce.

On the odd occosion when, for one
regsan or anather, Magix doesn't pet
these quite right, it is simple to either
nsert any missing track numbers, or to
drog them Into their proper Dloce on
the recarding screen.

I use Version {2 which come out

JUNE 2013 HI-FI WORLD



	FURUTECH

